E SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 


_ This bulletin is published for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 
_of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 
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THE UNIFYING FORCES OF EUROPE AND THE 
: FUTURE OF GERMANY 


_ We conclude our reports on the House of 
‘Lords Debate on the above subject. 


The Archbishop of York on Christian 
Co-operation in Europe 


. The Archbishop of York said: 
“At one time Europe accepted a common 
moral standard. Even when nations failed 
to live up to it, even when they were at war 
with one another, they still accepted its 
standard. But that standard has now very 
largely gone. We have a great Power, the 
Nazi Power, rejecting all that we have 
regarded as of value and exalting all that 
we have regarded as evil. There is a simple 
sentence in one of Sir Richard Livingstone’s 
books on education, in which he says that 
words like liberty, justice, mercy and truth, 
have now lost their old meanings and that 
with this loss the bottom of civilization has 
fallen out. 


_ “Kiven when the Nazis are defeated, chaos 
will remain in Europe unless nations recog- 
“nize that there is a moral law over and above 
the laws which they make for their own in- 
ternational interests and ambitions. The 
- Civilization which we have had, as the noble 
Viscount has said, has come from Greece, 
Rome and Palestine. I would venture to 
say that these qualities of which I have 
spoken, freedom, justice, mercy and truth, 
_have been interpreted to mankind and made 
popular through the Christian faith. If 
therefore we are to overcome the false values 
which are so subversive to Europe, it must 
be through the revival of the Christian val- 
ues in different lands. And here I find myself 
in complete agreement with almost every- 
thing that has been said by the noble Vis- 
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count who has just spoken (i.e. Lord Samuel, 
for speech, see S.I., No. 269). His was a 
speech which we should have welcomed from 
this Bench and at times I almost thought he 
might translate himself here. But the hope 
of the future of Europe does, I believe, de- 
pend upon the work which can be done by the 
Christian Churches. It is true the Christian 
Churches are, in many cases, minority - 
religions, but their influence extends far be- 
yond their numbers and this war has shown 
how strong their influence is in many other 
nations. It is impossible to praise too highly 
the heroism shown by the Churches in Nor- Ath 
way, Belgium, Holland and elsewhere. They 
have been the centres of the resistance move- 
ment and their influence has been widespread 
and remarkable. But the influence which — 
they might have in their own countries will 
be insufficient by itself unless they are able 
to act together. : 
“Some years ago it would have been almost 
impossible to have expected any kind of gen- 
eral co-operation between the Christian 
Churches. At that time Christian Churches, — 
confident in their own powers and worship, — 
refused to co-operate with others. That po- 
sition, as the noble Viscount has just pointed — 
out, has been very largely changed. The 
Christian Churches are as convinced as ever — 
of the truth of their faith, but they recognize 
that there is a very wide field in which they — 
can co-operate with other Churches and re- 
ligions. The noble Viscount has quoted some — 
remarkable statements which have been 
made in America, but I can quote a state- 
ment which'I think is even more remark- 
able, made in 1942, when the two Arch- 
bishops, and Cardinal Hinsley, and the 
Moderator of the Free Church Council in a 


declaration accepted the five points which 


the Pope had laid down for a just and hon- ~ 


ourable peace. There is increasing co-opera- 
tion and friendship between the various 
Churches. Our Church of England is on 
terms of friendship with the great Ortho- 
dox Greek and Russian Churches, and the 
Protestant Churches of this country are in 
frequent contact with the Reformed 
Churches and there is a growing friendli- 
ness between the different Churches. I feel 
that these Churches, acting together from 
within their own countries, will have a pro- 
found influence on the future of the world, 
and the great responsibility which will rest 
upon the Churches in the future is not to 
support this or that detail of international 
organization but to concentrate on the effort 
to revive the Christian and moral values 
that have been very largely neglected of 
late. 

“If the Churches are to do this: there are 
two conditions which I feel are quite essen- 
tial. First of all, there must be religious 
freedom. Without religious freedom it is 
impossible for the Churches to act spon- 
taneously and vigorously. Without religious 
freedom they will be suspected of being a 
mere Department of the State. By religious 
freedom I mean that the Churches should 
have freedom of worship, freedom of 
preaching and teaching and freedom of de- 
termining their own organization, and that 
the individual should have freedom to wor- 
ship or not to worship God as his own con- 
science dictates. This freedom has been 
largely set back during the war. We have 
witnessed the horrible persecution of the 
Jews, the most horrible and widespread per- 
secution, I suppose, that the world has ever 
known, but wherever Nazism has reigned 
there has been persecution and Christian 
Church after Church has had to suffer all 
kinds of hardship and persecution. On the 
other hand there have been gains. It is re- 
‘markable that since the war there has been 
greater freedom of religion in Russia than 
at any time, and I venture to say that the 


_ Russian Church to-day has probably greater 


freedom than it has had for long centuries. 
I hope indeed that when the Peace Treaties 
are drawn up a very special care will be 
taken in seeing that religious freedom is 
secured as well as political freedom and eco- 
nomic freedom. 

“My last observation is this. When the 
war comes to an end and the Nazi terror is 


~ removed it will be found that a number of 


these Churches on the Continent will be in 
positions of great anxiety and difficulty. 
Some will have gained in moral stature; 


tm, 


_ was there before the Nazis exaggerated it. 


priests and ministers will have been mas-— 


other buildings will often have been de- — 


have ‘suffered “materially. Many SPs their i 


sacred or their health will have been under- | 
mined through long periods in concentra- | 
tion camps. Their churches, their halls and | 

| 


stroyed. They will find questions of finance 
extremely difficult. I hope that the Churches 
both in America and on this side of the At- 
lantic will do their utmost to ‘help the 
Churches on the Continent in their diffi- 
culties. I believe there was nothing nearer 
to the heart of Archbishop Temple during 
the last weeks of his life than the question — 
of how we may help in rebuilding the © 
churches on the Continent. But this will 
not be possible unless the Government are © 
prepared to help in various ways to make it © 
possible for representatives of the Churches — 
to visit one another as they are liberated 
from the Nazi tyranny and also to make it 
possible to send them material help. I have — 
spoken on this subject because I am so 
deeply convinced that though physical vic- — 
tory over Germany is necessary, and though 
a hard and stern peace will be necessary to 
prevent Germany from ever plunging the © 
world again into a ghastly war such as the © 
present, physical force is not enough. We © 
must endeavor through spiritual means to — 
revive the spiritual and moral values which — 
have been so gravely shattered during these — 
last years.” 
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Archbishop Lord Lang on Germany 


The following is the substance of Arch- — 
bishop Lord Lang’s speech, which concen- — 
trated on the future treatment of Germany: 

“There is nothing but sombre magnitude — 
in the treatment of post-war Germany. I 
think it is almost difficult to exaggerate. 
How are we to eradicate the poison which © 
the German people have so readily assimi- — 
lated? I need not remind you that the poison ~ 


It is part of the German tradition that man 
exists for the State and not the State for 
man. Therefore the first duty of every 
citizen is subservience to the rulers of the — 
State. I need not enlarge on that, but I © 
would like to give a rather significant illus- ~ 
tration. Before the last war one of the most — 
deservedly famous of German scholars was 
asked how it came to pass that he was so — 
subservient to the Kaiser. His reply was 
surprising. Remember he was a man- of 
world-wide fame. His reply was that there © 
were two ways of knowing the divine will 
about the German people. One was the word — 
of God and the other was the will_of the 


a¥, At ‘Is ond a Roby far cry from the 
ser to the Fiihrer. : a 


= “Tnereasingly of late the other doctrines 
have been added that the test of the State 
is the test of its own powers and that Might 
is the Right of the German race, the Her- 
renvolk. These doctrines have permeated 
deeply into the German mentality and the 
way has been prepared for the Nazi rule. 
It will be very hard indeed to eradicate 
these perversions which have become so 
common. How is it conceivable that that 
can be done? I would venture speaking as 
shortly as I can to suggest two answers. 
First, there must be the teaching of facts 
and events. By this I mean a full, complete 
and indubitable defeat, coupled with preven- 
tion of any future powers of military ag- 
gression and a long occupation of the coun- 
try. That I hope might avail in due course 
to break and smash that ideal of the all- 
powerful State which has become almost 
worshipped in Germany. But there must be 
something more. There must be punish- 
ment. We all agree that there must be 
punishment of those found guilty of the 
crimes associated with the Nazi rule, but 
more than that, I do not see how the German 
nation as such can escape some share of pun- 
ishment and suffering proportionate to its 
share of responsibility for the existence of 
the Nazi rule. There are in my knowledge 
multitudes of Germans who are now heartily 
weary and tired of Nazi rule and eager to 
get rid of it, but it cannot be denied that 
very largely the acts of aggression which 
have plunged mankind in this agony were 
taken with the general consent of the Ger- 
man people and very little has been done to 
repudiate them. It is a fundamental princi- 
ple that nations must be held responsible for 
the acts of their Government, and I fear 
that, in this matter, the responsibility of 
the German nation is very special and clear. 
I should hope, there again, that we should 
only be doing what, as Christians, we are 
bound to do, and that is all we can to illus- 
trate a will for their good, if we do not with- 
hold from. them a full knowledge of the 
character of the crimes in which they have 
acquiesced so that they may be able to make 
some change of heart. 


“T think all that is obvious. But what is 
not obvious is this. If that were all, we 
should be leaving in Germany a deep and 
sullen resentment which would only act as 
a breeding ground for further troubles and 
dangers. Therefore, I am-sure we shall need 
not only this, what I may ‘call, negative 
method, but also what I call a_ positive 

hod. Co I come to my second answer. 


There must be every effort to re-educate 
German mentality, or, as the noble Viscount, 
Lord Templewood, has said, to re-create the 
moral basis of the country. I am sure that is 
the answer. Then the question at once arises, 
by whom is this work to be done? On that 
question:a still further one arises, Are there 
in Germany enough Germans not closely 
associated with the Nazi rule, and who, 
therefore, can be deemed trustworthy? I 
am sorry that my noble friend Lord Van- 
sittart is not present, because I would have 
said to him that it-seems that he believes 
that these people do not exist. I not only 
believe but I know they do exist, and in 
large numbers. No doubt, at first they ac- 
cepted Nazi rule, partly because of the in- 
eptitude of the Weimar Republic, and its 
lack of that hall-mark of power which Ger- 
mans had come to regard as necessary for’ 
the State. But since then, in large numbers, 
they have come to see that the edifice which 
they helped to build has become a prison 
house which hems them in, and from which 
they cannot escape. 


“It may be said: ‘Why then have they not 
protested more vigorously?’ The sufficient = = = 
answer is that any criticism, open or pri- Bos 
vate, would have been followed by conse- a 
quences which it is difficult for us to ae 
imagine. There have been no organs of po- 
litical life, no free Press. Even private - 
words of criticism were almost certain to be 
followed by loss of position, loss of work | 
and then the concentration camp. It is very 
easy for us to criticize such men for their _ 
cowardice. It is very easy for us to say that 
because there has been silence on these mat- 
ters there has been widspread support of 
the Nazi system. But we do not know what 
it is to live under a system such as that to 
which the noble Viscount has referred, © 
where the Gestapo rules and where every- 
where there is this all-pervading espionage. 


“That being so I not only believe, but I 
know, that there are great multitudes of — 
Germans who are heartily tired and weary 
of the system—almost ashamed of it—and 
who would, if they could, welcome its aboli 
tion. I think that is true as Lord Temple. 
wood, I think, said, among the common peo 
ple. I know that, as the Archbishop has 
pointed out, it-is true as regards members 
of the Churches. I am sure that there are in 
Germany great numbers who would be only — 
too anxious to avail themselves of any op-— 
portunity to become free men and able to_ 
say what so long has been in their minds. 
At any rate that is the only way in which — 
any kind of change of the mentality of the — 
German people towards these ideals which 


brought about. 

“May I take one simple iustan the 
sphere of education, direct education of the » 
young? It is not only futile, it is merely 
fantastic to think that in the schools of Ger- 
many a re-created mentality can be brought 
about among German youth. I dare say the 
Hitler Youth may be mainly killed by the 
time this war is over, but the infiltration of 
Nazi views will remain. And can anything 
be more ludicrous than to suppose that it 
would be possible to provide teachers from 
the United Nations who can speak German 
and who would be able to man or woman— 
if I may so put it—these schools? I think 
that that question has only to be asked to 
find its own answer. On the other hand, the 
whole system of German education from the 
primary school, through the gymnasium, up 
to the universities has been centralized 
under the State—under a Ministry of Edu- 
cation. I see no reason why the United Na- 
tions should not send out men, and perhaps 
women, missions of carefully selected people, 
to take control of that great centralized sys- 
tem and to select men and women in Ger- 
many who could be trusted with the task of 
forming a Ministry of State, or Ministries, 
if the future Constitution of Germany is to 
be federal and. not unitary. Under strict con- 
trol, these Ministries of Education who had 
the whole matter directly in their hands 
could be. trusted to purge the teachers in all 
these elementary and secondary schools of 
those who have been definitely identified 
with the Nazi Party. 

“T have touched only on the,very fringe 
of a vast subject, but to sum it.up I could 
not do better than use words spoken by the 
President of the United States in New York 
last October. Your Lordships will note that 
he emphasizes the two points which I have 
ventured very imperfectly to make, namely, 
that there must be both a negative treat- 
ment of the Germans (defeat, just punish- 
ment and the like) and a positive treatment, 
giving some hope of restoration. These are 
his words, and I think that it is worth quot- 
ing them in full: 

‘We shall not leave them a single element of 
military power or of potential military power, but 
I should be false to the very elements of my re- 
ligious and political convictions if I should ever re- 
linquish the hope and even the faith that in all 
peoples, without exception, there live some instinct 
for truth, some attraction towards justice, and 
some passion for peace, buried, it may be, as in the 
' German case, under a brutal regime. We bring 
no charge against the German race as such, for we 
eannot ‘believe that God has eternally condemned 
any race of humanity. There is going to be stern 


punishment for them, for those who were respon- 
sible for this agony of mankind. The German 
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the countryman must sow and reap, dig and 
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- people are not g¢ be enslaved, beca 
United Nations do n fii uman slav 
it would be necessary for_ 0 earn heir wa: 


you will “mark, the words, my Lords, ‘te 
earn their way’— 


‘back to the fellowship of peace-loving and Tawa 
abiding nations.’ ”» 


THE CHURCH AND THE PLOUGH 


The Church’s interest in agricultural re- 
construction in Britain has received further 
expression in the celebration of Plough — 
Sunday (January 14th) in Chichester Ca- 
thedral and in Sussex generally. The Bishop | 
of Chichester, with other Christian leaders © 
(including members of the Roman Catholic 
and Free Churches), and have formed “The 
West Sussex Church and Countryside Ass 
ciation.” Among the recent activities of this | 
new body was a special Service in Chichester 
Cathedral, held on Sunday last. A plough 
was brought into the Church, and a Service 
expressing dependence upon God, gratitude” 
for God’s gifts and the desire for God’s 
Blessing on the work of the countryside was 
held in the Cathedral. In a leaflet for the 
occasion, entitled “The Plough,” Anglicans 
Roman Catholic and Free Church leaders 
write of the significance of Plough Monday 
and of the spirit which lies behind the re-— 
vived religious celebration. In the leaflet the ~ 
Bishop of Chichester writes: : 

“The Church and Countryside Association 
has been formed to link the Church and the 
land closer together. The links are old, but~ 
they have grown a little rusty of late years. 
This rusting has been a disaster to both. We 
have got to rediscover those links and make 
them bright, not as an exercise in archeol- 
ogy, but because a renewal of the vital con- 
tacts between agriculture and religion is a_ 
prime necessity of national revival. 7 

“Tn the war, agriculture has come into its. } 
own, after a long and grievous neglect. To 
allow it to decline or decay when the needs © 
of war are over’ would be a crime. i 
emphasize ‘has come into its own,’ because | 
the land has its rights, and the nation owes — 
it to the Creator to take all the steps neces-— 
sary to help agriculture to flourish. A 
flourishing agriculture means not only a de-— 
veloping industry but a flourishing country © 
life and country men and women happy ing 
their toil, happy in their leisure, happy in — 
their homes and free from anxiety. To 
secure this, the nation as a whole must be © 4 
awake to the basic importance of the land; 


plough, in fellowship with God; and the 
Church and the agricultural worker. must 
join together.” 


